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* Apply for funding

Apply for funding

The MND Association is a world leader in funding cutting-edge MND research and facilitating
international research collaboration. Find out about the research grants we offer and how these are
selected below.

Types of grants

The MND Association supports five different types of grants. Find out more about each scheme
and how and when you can apply for funding below.

PhD Studentships (Biomedical and Healthcare)

Through our successful PhD studentship programme we have a track record of attracting and
funding promising young scientists to develop their careers in MND research. We only fund
research of the highest scientific/clinical excellence and greatest relevance to MND.

Deadline

We hope to accept further studentship applications in 2023, see planned deadlines below.

Please read our Guidelines, Terms and Conditions and our Guide to Completing the Online
Summary Application Form. It is also recommended that you read the MIND Association
Research Strategy and Research Governance Overview.

Duration

Awards will be offered for three years to allow registered students to undertake full-time research
for a PhD.

Eligibility

Studentship applications are invited from prospective supervisors, based in UK and Ireland
laboratories. Collaborative projects between departments are welcomed, provided the relative
roles of the supervisors and departments are addressed. Supervisors should recruit and nominate
the student of their choice (subject to MND Association approval). Students should hold, or expect
to obtain, a first or upper second class honours degree.

Assessment and Budget

Please see our Guidelines for more information on assessment criteria and budget information.

@dical Research Projects
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We are committed to playing a key role in ending MND. Our biomedical research programme is
delivering significant and measurable advances in understanding and treating the disease. We only
fund research of the highest scientific excellence and greatest relevance to MND.

Application Process and Deadlines
Applications will be opening in September 2022 and the deadline is 28 October 2022.

If you are interested in applying in 2022, please read our Guidelines, Terms and Conditions and
our Guide to Completing the Online Summary Application Form. It is also recommended that
you read the MND Association Research Strategy and Research Governance Overview.

If you need further information please email research.grants@mndassociation.org.

Duration

Grants will be offered for up to three years duration. Applications for less than two years should
include a named researcher with the relevant expertise, familiar with the laboratory.

Eligibility

Applicants can be based outside the UK and Ireland, provided the project is unique in concept or
design (i.e. no similar research is being performed in the UK) and involves a significant aspect of
collaboration with a UK institute.

Assessment and Budget
Please see our guidelines for more information on assessment criteria and budget information.

Clinical Research Fellowships

Our Lady Edith Wolfson Fellowship programme, in partnership with the Medical Research
Council (MRC), is attracting and developing outstanding young clinicians in MND research in
order to create future scientific leaders in this field.

Central to the MND Association’s research strategy is the need to develop opportunities for the
scientific training of young clinicians, to strengthen the links between the laboratory and the
clinic.

The MRC/MND Association Lady Edith Wolfson Fellowships aim to support clinicians wishing
to pursue research into the pathogenesis and treatment of motor neurone disease. Awards under
this scheme are available at three levels:

Clinical Research Training Fellowships

The next deadline date is for 2022 round three : 7 September 2022
The deadline date for 2023 round one is 11 January 2023

The deadline date for 2023 round two is 5§ April 2023

Clinical Scientist Fellowships

The next deadline date is for 2022 round three: 7 September 2022
dline date for 2023 round one is 11 January 2023
dline date for 2023 round two is 5§ April 2023
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Senior Clinical Fellowships
There is usually only one annual round for this scheme.
The next deadline 5 April 2023

Please check all deadlines on the MRC's website. The application systems are usually open about
two months before the deadline.

How to apply

The Lady Edith Wolfson Fellowships are administered by the MRC. Further information can be
found on the MRC website.

If you wish to discuss your proposed research area in advance of submission, please contact Dr
Brian Dickie, our Director of Research Development.

Non-Clinical Research Fellowships

Since 2015 the MND Association has awarded non-clinical fellowships to nurture the best post-
doctoral researchers and develop the MND research leaders of the future.

The fellowships will be awarded at two levels, depending on the experience of the applicant:
Junior Non-Clinical fellowships or Senior Non-Clinical fellowships.

Deadline

We hope to accept further applications in 2023, see planned deadlines below.

Please read our Guidelines, Terms and Conditions and our Guide to Completing the Online
Summary Application Form. It is also recommended that you read the MND Association
Research Strategy and Research Governance Overview.

Duration

Grants will be offered for up to three or four years duration.

* Junior Non-Clinical — awards will be offered for 2 — 3 years
* Senior Non-Clinical — awards will be offered for 3 — 4 years

Eligibility

Fellowship awards may only be held at an institute in the UK and Ireland. At the time of
application the prospective fellow may be based elsewhere

 Junior Non-Clinical — applicants must have 2 — 6 years post-doctoral experience at the
time of commencement of the award. Exceptional final year PhD students may apply but
should consult the Association prior to submitting a summary application.

* Senior Non-Clinical — applicants must have 4 — 10 years post-doctoral experience at the
time of commencement of the award.

ﬁent and Budget
P see our guidelines for more information on assessment criteria and budget information.
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Healthcare Research

The MND Association has a longstanding record in commissioning and funding healthcare
research. Our goal is that healthcare research we fund will lead to better symptom management
and quality of life for people with MND, their families and carers and help strengthen the case for
public funding of high-quality MND care.

We hope to accept further Healthcare applications in 2023, see planned deadlines below.

Researchers should be able to demonstrate their proposed study will inform and expand the NICE
Guideline: Motor Neurone Disease: Assessment and Management through identification of
knowledge gaps and/or generation of more robust base, strengthening the case for statutory
funding of high-quality MND care.

Please read our Project Grant Guidelines and PhD Studentship Guidelines, Terms and
Conditions and our Guide to Completing the Online Summary Application Form. It is also
recommended that you read the MND Association Research Strategy and Research Governance

Overview with Supporting Document.

We also have a longstanding record of supporting studies in co-operation with other agencies,
such as Marie Curie to fund research into improved care for those living with MND. We will be
keen to discuss opportunities for jointly funded initiatives at any time.

Enquiries about Healthcare research can be directed to the Research Grants Team
at research.grants@mndassociation.org.

Grant deadlines

See below for upcoming grant opening and deadline dates.

Grant type Applications accepted Deadline for applications
Biomedical Research projects mid-September 2022 28 October 2022
Biomedical PhD Studentships mid-March 2023 28 April 2023
Non-Clinical Research Fellowships mid-March 2023 28 April 2023
Healthcare Project Grants and Studentships  mid-March 2023 28 April 2023
MRC Clinical Research Training Fellowships 22 July 2022 7 September 2022
MRC Clinical Scientist Fellowships 22 July 2022 7 September 2022
MRC Senior Clinical Fellowships 10 February 2023 5 April 2023

How do we fund research?

Funding for biomedical research is awarded by way of three types of grant: Biomedical project
grants, PhD studentships and Non-Clinical Fellowships. All interested applicants are first required
to submit a summary application, and successful candidates are then invited to submit a full
application. This is reviewed by external peer reviewers and internally by the Biomedical
Research Advisory Panel (BRAP). The highest scoring applications are then recommended to the
B

of Trustees for a final decision. For a more detailed explanation of the process read our
ical Research Governance Overview.
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Applications for Healthcare Project Grants are also subject to external peer review and
discussion by the Healthcare Research Advisory Panel (HRAP) and Board of Trustees. Please
also see the Healthcare Governance Overview and Supporting Document for more
information.

Statements and policies on research

Research funded by the MND Association is guided by our terms and conditions. Terms and
conditions of each type of grant can be found within their dedicated section.

We also have a number of statements on research including research involving animals, stem cells,
unproven treatments and our research knowledge strategy.

Find out more about our research policies

Open access

Grantees of awards are mandated to make their peer reviewed papers directly arising from the
grant available through open access. We work with Europe PMC in making our research papers
available open-access. To apply for open-access funding, please see below.

Read more about open access

For more information please email us at research.grants@mndassociation.org or phone on
01604 611873.

Research

» Latest Research News
* Research FAQs
e Research News
o Useful websites
o Research information sheets
o Useful resources
m Research talks
* Qur research
o Investigating the role of NEK1 in MND
o Research we fund
= Research we fund — Developing treatment pipeline
= Development of an SRSF1-targeted gene therapy for C9orf72 MND/FTD
= PRELUDE Clinical Trial
= Developing strategies to promote muscle reinnervation in MND
= Research we fund — Identifying Therapeutic Targets
= Understanding the role of NEAT1 in MND
»  Glial engulfment of human synapses in MND
@ = Role of axonal transport in cell models carrying MND mutations

= Natural and synthetic chaperones for SOD1-related MND
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= Capturing cell-type specific miRNA deregulation in MND using human

stem cell models

= MND’s next top model: evaluating iPSC models by protein aggregates

= Targeting ALS-dysregulated microRNASs in astrocytes

®» The role of ALS-associated RNA binding proteins in axonal

reinnervation and ALS pathogenesis

= Role of immune-related autophagy and inflammation in COMND/FTD

= [dentifying the early biochemical signature of MND

= Developing AAV-GRN gene therapy for Motor Neuron Disease

= Investigating ALS as a disease of the Tripartite Synapse

= TDP-43 and p62 in MND-FTD: when a molecular handshake goes wrong

= [ ongitudinal multi-omics of host-microbe dynamics in Amyotrophic

Lateral Sclerosis
m Research we fund — Understanding clinical progression

= Developing Motor Unit MRI as a diagnostic tool for motor neuron

diseases

= Neuroimaging and neurochemical biomarkers of brain ageing in MND

= Development of ALS prognostic biomarkers based on patterned neural

network dysfunction
m Research we fund — Improving standards of care

= Evaluation of post-gastrostomy management in MND (Post Gas)

= A prospective observation of secretion problems in MND (ProSec)

= Practical management of cognitive symptoms in MND (MiND Toolkit)

»  Understanding living with tracheostomy ventilation for MND

o Qur researchers
= Qur Fellows
o Qur research strategy
o Qur achievements
o UK MND Collections samples
o Using animals and stem cells in our research
= Stem cells and MND
= Stem cell therapy
= Using stem cells in research
=  Animal research
Involving animals in research
Reducing animals used in research
How are the animals cared for?
Our Position Statement on animal research
Helping develop better treatments

 Clinical Trials

o MIROCALS

o What are clinical trials?

o Unproven treatments

o Treatment trials
» Tauroursodeoxycholic acid
®» Tauroursodeoxycholic acid
= SAR443820

= JON363/Jacifusen
® (Clinical Trials Glossary
= AMX0035
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Interleukin-2

BIIB067 (Tofersen)
Trimetazidine (MetFlex)
CuATSM

Tegoprubart (AT-1501)
CNM-Au8
Edaravone/Radicut/Radicava
Ibudilast/MN-166

MND SMART

Oral Edaravone

ILB

Masitinib

Metformin
Reldesemtiv/Tirasemtiv
RTO001

Triumeq

HEALEY ALS Platform Trial
WVE-004

Arimoclomol

MAGNET Platform Trial
Levosimendan (ODM-109)
Memantine

NP0O1
Pegcetacoplan/APL-2
NurOwn

Nuedexta
Ravulizumad/Ultomiris

» Get involved in research

o Take part in research

MND Neck Collar Survey

ALS biomarker study

C9orf72 cohort study

MND Register of England, Wales and Northern Ireland

VentMND: exploring end of life decisions around use of ventilation
Acceptance and Commitment Therapy (COMMEND)

A study into perceptions and experiences of multilingual people with MND on
their use of Augmentative and Alternative Communication

AMBROSIA: A Multicentre Biomarker Resource Strategy in ALS

The MND diary project

TONIC: quality of life in neurological conditions

Pilot observational cohort study to determine whether waveform and flow
traces from mechanical insufflation:exsufflation (MI:E) can be used to identify
laryngeal responses to MI:E and thus optimise treatment algorithms in
Neuromuscular patients

Neuro Digital: Outpatient Perspectives

MIND MAPS ALS

MND-SMART

DiAMoND Study Phase 3: Testing of a decision aid for those considering

gastrostomy
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= FACTOR-MND: understanding factors affecting MND family carers’

wellbeing
= The COVID-19 Pandemic: The lived experience of people with Motor Neurone
Disease
= Online peer-to-peer support programme for carers of MND
= The organisation and delivery of decision support to people with MND making
the decision to have a gastrostomy placed
» Psychological Aspects and Implications of Predictive Genetic Testing for MND
= How do people with swallowing difficulties decide what to eat and drink?
o MND EnCouRage UK event
= MND EnCouRage UK 2022 — Register your interest
= MND EnCouRage UK 2022 Registration
= MND EnCouRage UK 2022 — Thank You
o MND research newsletter
®»  Thank you for subscribing
o MND Register
= Sign up for the MND Register newsletter
o Join the MND Research List
» For researchers
o Apply for funding
= Biomedical Research Advisory Panel
» Healthcare Research Advisory Panel
o Resources for researchers
= Introduction to the UK MND Collections
®» Impact and networking
DNA Bank
Cell lines
Epidemiology Data
»  Current research projects using the UK MND Collections
= Researchfish
= Europe PMC — Open Access
= Help with recruitment
o Noticeboard
= MND EnCouRage UK event
= The Researcher newsletter

Show menu
For further information and support contact our MND Connect helpline

mndconnect0808 802 6262

e Email us
¢ Online Forum

registered with fundraising regulator

Keep in touch on social media
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