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Researcher Resources

NAF’s programs that support your work to accelerate treatment development.

NAF works with the most knowledgeable, accomplished Ataxia researchers in the
world. We are committed to providing the resources needed to pursue a cure and
better quality of life for people with Ataxia.

Research Grants

The National Ataxia Foundation (NAF) is committed to funding cutting edge basic and translational research relevant to
hereditary and sporadic Ataxia. NAF invites research applications from domestic and international non-profit and for-
profit institutions. Non-U.S. citizens are eligible to apply for some research grants from NAF; please check the specific
eligibility requirements for each grant for more information. Applications are selected annually through a competitive
review process.

The FY2024 application cycle has closed; a summary of FY2024 awarded grants can be found here

(https:/www.ataxia.org/2024-naf-research-grants/).
FY2025 Application Dates
« LOI submissions will be accepted beginning June 28, 2024 on ProposalCentral. LOls must be received by

September 6, 2024. Please see ProposalCentral and below for additional information on NAF's various grant
programs and associated PI qualifications.

Translate »



« LOI applications will be reviewed and all applicants will be notified of their status by October 11, 2024 via
ProposalCentral.

« Invited researchers then prepare full research proposals (required documents vary by grant type; please review
instructions on ProposalCentral). Full proposals must be received by December 2, 2024

« Full proposals will be reviewed and all applicants will be notified of their status by mid-February, 2025 via
ProposalCentral.

Questions about NAF’'s Annual Grant Program should be directed to Aimee Alcott, NAF Research Services Associate, at

NAF Research Grant Types

Seed Money Research Grant

Description

NAF research grants are for new and innovative studies that are relevant to the cause, pathogenesis or treatment of
the hereditary or sporadic ataxias.

Research grants are offered primarily as “seed monies” to assist investigators in the early or pilot phase of their
studies and as additional support for ongoing investigations on demonstration of need. It is hoped that these studies
will be further developed to attract future funding from other sources. Grants are awarded for one year only.

Based on the emergent needs of the patient and research community, priority areas of ataxia research may be
identified in the Seed Money Research Grant call for applications. In rare circumstances, these priority projects may
be eligible for increased funding amounts based on their scope of inquiry. Requests for increased funding amounts
are judged on a case-by-case basis and must be approved before submitting a letter of intent. Please email
research@ataxia.org for further details.

LOI Deadline

Application Deadline

Funding Information

Pl Qualifications

Pioneer SCA3 Translational Research Awards

Description

The Pioneer SCA3 Translational Research Award is annually granted to outstanding research proposals that aim to
make significant advancements in the development of treatments and/or improvements to patient care for
Spinocerebellar Ataxia Type 3 (SCA3). Proposals may incorporate other forms of ataxia but must have a predominant
focus on SCA3 translational or clinical research.

LOI Deadline

Application Deadline

Funding Information

Pl Qualifications
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Post-doctoral Fellowship Award

Description

Post-doctoral fellowship awards are to serve as a bridge from post-doctoral positions to junior faculty positions.
Applicants should have completed at least one year of post-doctoral training, but not more than two at the time of
application and should have shown a commitment to research in the field of ataxia. The award will permit individuals
to spend an additional third year in a post-doctoral position and increase chances to establish an independent ataxia
research program.

LOI Deadline

Application Deadline

Funding Information

Pl Qualifications

Early Career Investigator Award

Description
The Early Career Investigator Award was created to encourage early career clinical and scientific investigators to

pursue a career in the field of ataxia research. It is our hope that ataxia research will be invigorated by the work of
talented individuals supported by this award. Applications for any form of ataxia are accepted for this award.

LOI Deadline
Application Deadline
Funding Information

Pl Qualifications

Pre-doctoral Fellowship to Promote Diversity
in Ataxia Research

Description

This URM Pre-doctoral research fellowship is a competitive, non-renewable, merit-based award intended to enhance
research and/or clinical training of promising students who are matriculated in pre-doctoral or clinical health
professional degree training programs and who intend careers as scientists, physician-scientists or other clinician-

scientists aimed at continuing ataxia basic science, translational science or clinical research towards the goal of
serving individuals with ataxia.

This award provides partial support for study and research and may be used to support pre-doctoral students who
are pursuing research with an ataxia-relevant theme. Proposals across the spectrum of basic, translational, and
clinical research are welcome.

LOI Deadline

Application Deadline

Funding Information
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Pl Qualifications

National Ataxia Foundation Graduate
Research Fellowship

Description

The National Ataxia Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship is a competitive, non-renewable, merit-based award
intended to encourage pre-doctoral students to pursue research and a career in the field of ataxia. This award
provides partial support for study and research and may be used to support pre-doctoral students who are pursing
research with an ataxia-relevant theme. Applications for any type of ataxia are accepted for this award. Proposals
across the spectrum of basic, translational, and clinical research are welcome.

LOI Deadline

Application Deadline

Funding Information

Pl Qualifications

Additional Eligibility Information: Application acceptance from U.S. citizens and non-U.S. citizens vary for each grant

type. Please check the qualifications for each grant type for more information. Applications from for-profit organizations,
non-profit organizations, public or private institutions, and institutions both inside and outside the United States will be

considered.

Grant Process

NAF utilizes proposalCENTRAL for grant applications.
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proposalcentral

1. Create a proposalCENTRAL (https:/proposalcentral.com/register.asp) account.
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2. Submit a LOI (https:/proposalcentral.com/GrantOpportunities.asp?GMID=177) that contains a full title and specific
aims of your research proposal.

3. If your LOI is accepted, submiit a full application through proposal CENTRAL (https://proposalcentral.com).

Frequently Asked Questions
1. If a letter of support is required for a grant, can | provide two letters of support?

Yes, if you would like to provide additional letters of support, please upload to proposalCENTRAL during the application
process. However, only one letter of recommendation is required.

2. | have previously been granted a Early Career Investigator Award, may | apply for another Early Career Investigator
Award in this new funding cycle?

No, please check your eligibility for NAF's other grant types and consider applying for a different NAF grant.

3. When applying for a Early Career Investigator Award, is there a time restriction for amount of years after obtaining
my PhD in order to be eligible?

There is no time restriction regarding amount of years after obtaining a PhD. However, applicants must not be an
Associate Professor or higher.

4. Are there any restrictions on how my awarded funds may be used?

Specific restrictions on use of funds vary between grant types. Please review the instructions associated with your
particular grant application. No funds provided by National Ataxia Foundation may be used for indirect/F&A costs.
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Funded Researchers

Lay Summaries

Want to check out research that we have funded in the past? Click a link from past years to a see a list of researchers
and information about their studies.

2024 (https://www.ataxia.org/2024-naf-research-grants/)

Funded Research (https:/www.ataxia.org/2024-naf-research-grants/),

2023 (https://www.ataxia.org/2023-funded-research/)

Funded Research (https://www.ataxia.org/2023-funded-research/),

2022 (https://www.ataxia.org/2022-naf-funded-research/)

Funded Research (https://www.ataxia.org/2022-naf-funded-research/)

2021 (https://www.ataxia.org/2021-naf-funded-research/)

Funded Research (https://www.ataxia.org/2021-naf-funded-research/),

2020 (https://ataxiadev.wpengine.com/2020-naf-funded-research/)

Funded Research (https://ataxiadev.wpengine.com/2020-naf-funded-research/),

000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

2019
Funded Research (https://www.ataxia.org/2019-naf-funded-research-results/).

2018 (https://www.ataxia.org/naf-research/research-2018/)

Funded Research (https://www.ataxia.org/naf-research/research-2018/),

2017 (https://www.ataxia.org/naf-research/research-2017/)

Funded Research (https:/www.ataxia.org/naf-research/research-2017/).

2016 (https://www.ataxia.org/naf-research/research-2016/)

Funded Research (https://www.ataxia.org/naf-research/research-2016/),

NAF Science Showcase

In our Science Showcase webinar series (https://www.ataxia.org/showcase/), NAF-funded researchers will present their
work and facilitate a discussion about their study. Fellow researchers, clinicians, and industry partners are welcome to
participate in scientific discussions or ask questions after the presentation, gaining insights into advancements,
methodologies, and findings that are shaping the landscape of Ataxia research.

Are you interested in presenting your NAF-funded research to an audience of fellow academics, clinicians, industry
professionals, and our NAF community? Please email Aimee Alcott, Research Services Associate, at aimee@ataxia.org

(mailto:aimee@ataxia.org).
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Requirements for NCE Consideration and
Approval

If you are considering requesting a No-Cost Extension for your funded award, please review the below and reach out to

steps.

A no-cost extension (NCE) allows a grantee to extend the project period end date and budget period by up to 12-
months for the sole purpose of completing grant activities. NCE's can only be requested by the lead Pl or
fellowship recipient in the original grant proposal.

An NCE must be received at least 30 calendar days prior to the end of the original funding period.

If an NCE request exceeds the 12-month period or if a grantee is requesting a second NCE, the grantee is required
to schedule a meeting with NAF's Chief Scientific Officer, Lauren Moore, prior to NCE consideration. You can

NCE requests will not be approved for the sole purpose of using unobligated balances. NCE does not authorize
additional spending on any new activities beyond the purposes consistent with the project proposal.

A grantee cannot be the lead Pl on any new NAF grant application during the period of an approved NCE.

A grantee must complete their ResearchFish grant evaluation annually regardless of whether they have been
approved for an NCE. If they fail to complete their ResearchFish annual evaluation, NCE approval may be
rescinded.

Recruit Research Participants

Research Study Promotion

We know that patient recruitment for research is important to the success of your work. NAF is here to help.

We maintain an active list of Ataxia research opportunities (https:/www.ataxia.org/help-develop-new-treatments/) for
patients on our website. We ensure that studies listed on our site have undergone approval by esteemed Institutional
Review Boards (IRBs), Research Ethics Boards (REBs), and/or Research Ethics Committees (RECs). In addition, NAF
offers recruitment assistance via email and social media, including targeted recruitment efforts by location and Ataxia
type. We can also work with you to develop and deliver an informational webinar on your research study.

If you would like to have your study listed on our website or request help with recruitment, download the Research
Recruitment Application (https:/www.ataxia.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Research-Recruitment-

Ataxia Patient Meeting

NAF hosts an annual patient conference each year which is attended by those affected by Ataxia and their
caregivers/family members. Attendance is often over 500 individuals. Presentations by leading Ataxia researchers are
given during the 2-day conference. Ataxia researchers are invited to participate in the exhibit area of the meeting to
recruit patients for IRB approved research studies or share their research findings.

If you are interested in recruiting patients at NAF's Annual Ataxia Conference, please contact us at (763) 553-0020 or

Access Patient Registry

NAF partners with Sanford Research Coordination of Rare Dieseases (CoRDS),
(http://www.sanfordresearch.org/SpecialPrograms/cords/) to maintain a registry of Ataxia patients. Access the registry
to find potential participants for your research studies.
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View Registry
(http://www.sanfordresearch.org/SpecialPrograms/cords/researchers)

Additional Resources

Ataxia Brain/Tissue Banking Program

NAF and the University of Florida’'s Center for NeuroGenetics are working together to maintain a repository of brain and
spinal cord tissue from Spinocerebellar Ataxia (SCA) donors. This tissue is available to SCA researchers to help advance
our understanding of these diseases. To learn what is available and how to request tissue, download our instruction
sheet (https:/www.ataxia.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/NAF-UF-VBrain-Bank-1.pdf).

Learn More
(https://www.ataxia.org/braindonation/)

Clinical Research Consortium for the Study of
Cerebellar Ataxia (CRC-SCA)

The Clinical Research Consortium for the Study of Cerebellar Ataxia (CRC-SCA) is on a mission to better understand the
factors that determine disease progression among Cerebellar Ataxia with the goal of improving the understanding of
disease process, current treatments, and development of disease-modifying therapies. CRC-SCA collects longitudinal
data and biospecimens for research participants who have a confirmed diagnosis of SCA 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8 or 10. Ataxia
researchers can request data and biosamples.

Learn More
(https://www.ataxia.org/crc-sca/)

International Ataxia Congress for Ataxia
Research (ICAR)

ICAR is a collaborative research environment that promotes exchanges of ideas and knowledge to improve
understanding of Ataxias and accelerate treatment development initiatives. This bi-annual conference is hosted by NAF,
Ataxia UK, FARA and AGI. It is attended by hundreds of delegates from countries around the world. The event offers oral
presentations, poster presentations and networking opportunities.

Visit ICAR
(https://ataxiacongress.org/)

Ataxia Global Initiative (AGI)

The Ataxia Global Initiative (AGI) is a worldwide research platform that has the goal to facilitate the clinical development
of therapies for ataxias. AGI’s activities are based on the principles of openness, transparency, flexibility and fairness.

Visit AGI
(https://ataxia-global-initiative.net/)
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Centralized Ataxia Genomics Core (CAGC)
Website

The Centralized Ataxia Genomics Core (CAGC) is a freely accessible resource developed with support from the National
Ataxia Foundation and hosted within the Clinical Neurogenomics Research Center based at the University of California,
Los Angeles. This application is designed to facilitate connections within the ataxia research community related to
shared interest in the same gene(s) and/or genetic variant(s). The goal of the CAGC is to improve collaboration to help
solve undiagnosed Ataxia cases through a centralized ataxia-specific data repository of genomic data collected from
both research and/or clinical sources.

Visit CAGC
(https://app.joinchorus.com/m/cagc/137)

Contribute Today

Our generous donors help us fund promising Ataxia research and offer support services to people with Ataxia. Your
gift today will help us continue to deliver on our mission to improve the lives of persons affected by Ataxia.

Donate Now
(https:/www.ataxia.org/donate/)

Become a Member
htt

Join for FREE today! Become a part of the community that is wopg ether to find a cure. As a member you will
receive access to the latest Ataxia news W(Pﬂ: e-néwsletter anc{ﬁefwfratlons publication.
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About Ataxia (https://ataxiadev.wpengine.com/what-is-ataxia/)
What is Ataxia? (https://www.ataxia.org/what-is-ataxia/)

Newly Diagnosed (https://www.ataxia.org/what-is-ataxia/#ataxiaNewDiagnosis)
Treatment Pipeline (https://www.ataxia.org/pipeline/)

Fact Sheets (https://www.ataxia.org/fact-sheets/)

Webinars (https://www.ataxia.org/webinars/)

Member Stories (https://www.ataxia.org/members/)

Research

About Our Research (https://www.ataxia.org/naf-research/)

Participate in Research (https://www.ataxia.org/help-develop-new-treatments/)
Researcher Resources (https://www.ataxia.org/researcher-resources/)
Provider Resources (https://www.ataxia.org/provider-resources/)

CRC-SCA (https://www.ataxia.org/crc-sca/)

Pharma News (https://www.ataxia.org/pharmanews/)

Events

Calendar (https://www.ataxia.org/events/)

Upcoming Support Group Meetings (https://www.ataxia.org/support-groups/#sgmeet)

Upcoming Webinars (https://www.ataxia.org/webinars/)

Annual Ataxia Conference (https://www.ataxia.org/annual-ataxia-conference/)

International Ataxia Awareness Day (https://www.ataxia.org/international-ataxia-awareness-day/)

Contact (https://ataxiadev.wpengine.com/contact/)

Contact Info (https://www.ataxia.org/contact/)

Email Us (mailto:naf@ataxia.org)

Media Inquiries (https://www.ataxia.org/about-naf/media/)

Privacy Policy and Disclaimer Statement (https://www.ataxia.org/privacy-disclaimer-statement/)

501(c)(3)
EIN 41-0832903

763-553-0020 (tel:7635530020)

MAILING ADDRESS
PO Box 27986
Golden Valley, MN 55427

PHYSICAL ADDRESS
600 Highway 169 South, Suite 1725
Minneapolis, MN 55426 (https://goo.gl/maps/qFkQXWJVFX3IiEPVGI)

Find Ataxia Care (https://ataxiadev.wpengine.com/what-is-ataxia/)
Ataxia Centers of Excellence (https://www.ataxia.org/ace/)

(https://www.ataxia.org)
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Specialty Clinics and Neurologists (https://www.ataxia.org/neurologists-and-specialty-clinics/)

Genetic Testing (https://www.ataxia.org/genetictesting/)

Medications for Ataxia (PDF) (https://www.ataxia.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Medications-for-Ataxia.pdf)
Provider Resources (https://www.ataxia.org/provider-resources/)

International and Other Ataxia Organizations (https://www.ataxia.org/international-and-other-ataxia-organizations/)

Community Services (https://ataxiadev.wpengine.com/what-is-ataxia/)
Support Groups (https://www.ataxia.org/support-groups)

Facebook Support Group (https://www.facebook.com/groups/NAFmail)

Advocacy (https://www.ataxia.org/advocacy)

Care Partner Resources (https://www.ataxia.org/carepartners)

Member Stories (https://www.ataxia.org/members)

Share Your Story (https://www.ataxia.org/members/share)

Ataxia-Related Resources (https://www.ataxia.org/general-references/)

Ataxia-Related Community Links (https://www.ataxia.org/ataxia-community-links/)

Fundraising (https://ataxiadev.wpengine.com/what-is-ataxia/)

Ways to Give (https://www.ataxia.org/ways-to-give)

Transfer Stock (https://www.ataxia.org/ways-to-give#Give_Stocks)

NAF Store (https://littlepepperpromotions.commonsku.com/shop/d807b33d-fbe7-4776-afec-8ade75022763/shop)
Upcoming Fundraisers (https://www.ataxia.org/fundraisers)

Accelerate! (http://www.ataxia.org/accelerate)

Walk N' Roll to Cure Ataxia (https://www.ataxia.org/walk-n-roll/)

Fundraising Kit (https://www.ataxia.org/fundraising-kit/)

About NAF (https://ataxiadev.wpengine.com/what-is-ataxia/)

About Us (https://www.ataxia.org/about-naf)

Our Blog (https://www.ataxia.org/blog/)

Members (https://www.ataxia.org/members/)

NAF Board and Staff (https://www.ataxia.org/#naf-board-and-staff)

Annual Report (pdf) (https://www.ataxia.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/2022-Annual-Report.pdf)

Audited Financials (pdf) (https://www.ataxia.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/FINAL-Audit-Report-2023.pdf)
Form 990 (pdf) (https://www.ataxia.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/NAF-990-Public-Copy.pdf)
Generations (https://www.ataxia.org/generations/)

Partners (https://www.ataxia.org/partners/)

(https://www.charitynavigator.org/index.cfm?bay=search.summary&orgid=8543#.UrSIzOLYsac)

(https://www.guidestar.org/profile/41-0832903)

(https://www.americanbraincoalition.org/)

(https://rarediseases.org/)
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(https://wcagpros.com/wcag-compliance/national-ataxia-foundation/)
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