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Korea-Israel Scientific Research Program

Call for Joint Proposals 

For the Years 2022-2024
Topics: 
1. Artificial Intelligence (Deep Learning and Applications)
2. Quantum Optics Applications
3. Alternative Energy 
Within the framework of the Israeli-Korean agreement on scientific cooperation, the Ministry of Innovation, Science and Technology (MOST) of the State of Israel, in collaboration with the Ministry of Science and ICT (MSIT) of The Republic of Korea have mutually agreed to provide financial support for Research Network Projects carried out jointly by researchers from both countries.
The collaborative Research Program led by both ministries is active since 1994.
A. Objectives

The aim of this program is to support the development of scientific and technological cooperation between Korean and Israeli researchers and to strengthen the scientific partnership between research groups from both countries by establishing bilateral research networks, enhancing research cooperation and promoting the exchange of knowledge between Israeli and Korean scientists.

Korean and Israeli research teams are hereby invited to jointly submit proposals for applied research projects in the fields of:

1. Artificial intelligence (Deep Learning, and application in agriculture, medicine and health care and transportation)
2. Quantum optics applications 
3. Alternative energy based on green hydrogen and solar systems  
B. Mode of Cooperation

The cooperation between the Korean and Israeli teams shall comprise planning and conducting joint research. Within the collaboration, visits of members of one team in the facilities of the other, including extended, funded visits of young researchers (PhD students and/or post-doctorates) are encouraged.
Each joint research team may submit one project only. 

C. Level of Funding

· Selected joint research proposals shall be funded by the following budgets for a two-year term:

-- up to 100,000,000 KRW for the Korean team, and 

-- up to 268,100 NIS for the Israeli team,

· Research projects should be planned for a two-year duration. Funding must be approved on an annual basis, with the funding for the second year to be approved in accordance with the provisions of the research contract. Formal contracts will be signed accordingly.
· The total budget allocated for the present Call is 400,000,000 KRW for the Korean side and 1,075,100 NIS for the Israeli;

· The intention of this Call is to fund up to four joint projects; The number of projects to actually receive support will derive from various considerations including scientific evaluation and budgetary constraints. Contracts will be signed accordingly.
D. Eligibility

Proposals must meet the following preconditions. Proposals that do not meet the preconditions will be automatically rejected and will not be passed on to the scientific committee for review and evaluation.

1. Projects must be conducted in collaboration between Korean and Israeli scientific research teams.
2. Each team must be led by a Principal Investigator (PI) from each country. 
3. The PI on each side must be affiliated with an academic institution or a research center (institute hereinunder), as determined in each country. 

In Israel:
i. An accredited institution of higher education in Israel, as designated by the Council for Higher Education Act, 1958; or
ii. A research institute, which is a nonprofit organization, a government company or a governmental unit.

For the purposes of this Call a "research institute" means an institute whose main activity is the advancement of cutting-edge scientific knowledge, which possesses appropriate infrastructure and equipment, and which employs researchers who, inter alia, publish articles related to their research in leading scientific journals and who present their research at international symposia. 
iii. Industrial partners may participate as subcontractors in a joint research program headed by a PI from an academic institution.
In Korea: 

The PI must be affiliated with a Korean institute/organization eligible under Article 14, Section 1 of The Basic Research Promotion and Technology Development Support Act.
4. Principal Investigators from either country cannot submit more than one project proposal under this call. Additionally, in compliance with the MOST Procedures Regarding Scientific Projects Funded by MOST, an Israeli PI that has or will have an active grant from any international cooperation program of the Ministry of Innovation, Science and Technology, whose funding will be concurrent to the funding of this program, is not eligible to apply. Specifically and extraordinarily, an Israeli PI may submit a proposal to this program if he or she already submitted a proposal as PI to another international cooperation program in 2022, as long as only one international cooperation program is financed 
5. Korean PI's  should observe related regulations of Korea.
D1. Additional Provisions

1. For the Israeli side, the application should be submitted through the Science Forefront Site, https://kf.most.gov.il. 

To establish an account on the Science Forefront site, first-time applicants should fill an "open account request" in the Science Forefront system. The request should be approved by the research authority of the PI’s institute. Once approved, the applicant will be notified by email that the account is active.

In compliance with the MOST Procedures Regarding Scientific Projects Funded by MOST, an Israeli PI that is serving as, or is intended to serve, as a PI in an active grant from any other bilateral program of MOST that coincides with the support period of this program, is not eligible to apply. However, a researcher may serve as a co-PI in one bilateral MOST grant in addition to serving as a PI in another. 

2. For the Korean applicants, the application should be submitted through the e-R&D system of National Research Foundation of Korea (NRF), https://ernd.nrf.re.kr.
3. Korean and Israeli PIs (and affiliated academic institutions) are respectively responsible to MSIT and to MOST for the execution of the project.
4. Proposals which include experiments with animals, must submit the approval of the relevant Committee for Experimentation on Animals before the project can commence. 
5. Proposals which involve human subjects, must submit the approval of the relevant Helsinki Ethics Committee before the project can commence.
More information for Israeli applicants can be found in the attached submission instructions and the MOST Procedures Regarding Scientific Projects Funded by MOST (the "MOST Regulations"). 

More information for Korean applicants can be found in Korean call for proposal, the National R&D Innovation Act and its Enforcement Decree by MSIT.
It is strongly recommended that the Korean and Israeli research teams and their institutions enter into agreements regarding intellectual property rights prior to commencing collaborative activities.

D2. Submission of Research Proposals

The Joint Deadline for applications is:

Wednesday, June 29, 2022 on 15:00 (Israel); 16:00 (KST) 
Proposals will not be accepted under any circumstances after this deadline.

For Israeli Research Teams:
i. The PI must submit the proposals in English via the "Science Forefront" system (https://kf.most.gov.il) a week prior to Joint Deadline, by Wednesday, June 22, 2022 at 15:00 (Israel time). The online system will be closed for submissions after the specified date and hour and no submissions will be accepted under any circumstance thereafter. It is emphasized that an Israeli researcher who fails to submit a proposal a week prior to the Joint Deadline will not be able to do so at a later date. 
ii. The Institute must submit the final proposal by Wednesday, June 29, 2022 at 15:00 (Israeli local time). This is the final formal submission date. Proposals not submitted by the institute by this time, through the online system, will be disqualified.
Please pay attention, as technical problems are possible and the submission process may take a significant amount of time, it is strongly recommended to submit the application well in advance of the application deadline. 

The application must be submitted through the "Science Forefront" site at: https://kf.most.gov.il . 
In order to apply for the first time, the applicant needs to fill an "account request" in the Science Forefront site. The request will be approved by the research authority of the Institute. Once approved, the applicant will be notified by email that the account is active. Please note that this process takes time, and therefore should be done well in advance of the submission dates listed above. 
For Korean research teams:

 Korean PIs should submit the full proposals in Korean and English through e-R&D system of NRF (http://ernd.nrf.re.kr).

i. The PI must submit the proposals via e-R&D system before the deadline by the Joint Deadline above.

ii. Proposals thus submitted prior to the Joint Deadline can be edited by the researcher, in coordination with the institution, until 18:00 on the Joint Deadline date (June 29th ) (KST).

iii. The PI's institute must approve the final proposals by 18:00 on the Joint Deadline date (June 29th )  (KST).
Please note: as technical problems are common, it is highly recommended to submit the application well in advance of the application deadlines detailed above. 
E. Funded expenses

Generally, funding may be assigned to costs related to the bilateral nature of the project (travel expenses of the researchers, scientific meetings, etc.) as well as to defray costs incurred by the approved research projects (disposables, publication costs, etc.). 
For the Israeli side: project funds may be used in accordance with the MOST Regulations. Specific provisions regarding permissible use of project funds are set out in the MOST Regulations and the research contract.
For the Korean side: project funds shall be managed according to the project contract and regulations related to national research and development programs. Project funds should be centrally managed by the director of the industry-academia collaboration office or institute director of the PI.
Participating scientists are encouraged to plan extended visits to their counterparts’ institutions. As long as the visits are an integral part of research collaboration, international travel and in-country living expenses of visiting scientists may be included in the project's budget. International travel costs should be included in the budget of the visiting side, while in-country living expenses should be included in the budget of the Korean side for both visits to Korea or to Israel. Only visits to Korea or in Israel may be budgeted. Visits to third countries will not be financed by project funds.

F. Renewal of funding

Renewal of project funding for a second year is subject to the submission, separately by the Korean and Israeli PIs, of the relevant documents.
Israeli and Korean PIs must submit these documents in English to MOST and to MSIT respectively, two months before the end of the first year's contract. 
The Israeli team should submit the documents on the appropriate forms together with the annual scientific report to MOST at: Reports@most.gov.il (or via the new online submission system of MOST). The Korean team should submit the annual report and other requirements according to the guidance of the project manager.
G. Instructions for writing the joint proposals

General- each joint proposals should be written in English and must be identical in both countries. The proposal should be submitted using the unified submission form. 
Font - Times New Roman 11, space between lines – 1.5.

1. Abstract – up to 250 words. 

2. Full proposal should be up to 11 pages, including figures (not including bibliography) and should include the following sections:
1. Scientific background and state of the art - Scientific background, including an overview of the field of research around the world, noting the relative advantage of the proposed research;

2. Research objectives and specific aims - The purpose of the study and its importance.
3. Detailed description of the proposed research - Working hypothesis, research Program and methods and preliminary results;

4. Significance, innovation and potential benefits of the proposed research - The importance, innovation and benefits of the proposed study
5. Applicability - Expected applicability and future technological development
6. Mode of cooperation between the research groups - The benefit of the proposed collaboration and how it contributes to the research

7. Work plan and Gantt - The work plan will be summarized in a schedule diagram. A verbal description of the work steps must be included. Each stage will be a defined by a start time and an end time

3. Bibliography - A complete bibliographic list should be attached to the proposed study. The five most relevant items for the proposed study should be marked with an asterisk.

4. CV – short CV for each partner/PI, up to 2 pages. including: personal statement (brief description of why the investigator is well-suited for the role on the proposed project.); list of ongoing and completed research projects from the past three years that the investigator wishes to highlight; citation of up to five publications or research products that highlight the investigator’s experience and qualifications for the proposed projects; positions, scientific appointments, and honors.
5. Letter of agreement from the research partners

6. Additional approvals depending on the type of study (Helsinki approval, work with animals, etc.). The certificates listed below (certificates of application to the various parties or final certificates) must be attached, depending on the needs of the study, as far as the institution is concerned at the time of submitting the proposals. If it does not exist, a statement must be attached (in free text) that if the proposal is approved, the researcher will submit the approval in accordance with what is required for the purposes of the research.

7. Full proposal written in Korean (Korean side only) can be up to 30 pages and should follow the instructions in the proposal form.
8. Additional application forms (Korean side only) – Research ethics, integrity and security pledge, agreement on the utilization of personal information and tax information, confirmation form of eligibility
H. Proposal Review

MOST and MSIT shall coordinate the selection of proposals for funding in a two phase process as follows:

In the first evaluation phase, a scientific committee appointed in each country will review the proposals according to the criteria listed below. Each committee will grade the proposals on a scale of 1 to 5, where 5 is the highest mark. 
In the second evaluation phase, the grades of the proposals by each committee shall be added to generate a combined grading on a scale of 1 to 10 (for example, a proposal graded 2.5 by the Israeli committee and 3.5 by the Korean committee will receive a final grade of 6 out of 10). The proposal with the highest grade in each of the three fields (AI, Quantum and Energy) will receive funding. A fourth proposal, that which received the second highest grade in the field with the most proposals, shall also be funded. Should there be an equal number of submissions to more than one field, the proposal with the highest grade in all the fields with the same number of proposals will be selected; this final selection shall be discussed by both ministries.

The proposals will be evaluated based on the following criteria:
1.
General research plan (50%): Relevance to the objectives of the Korea-Israel scientific research program, scientific and technological excellence, innovation and originality of the program, methodologies, validity of joint research and exchange plan.
2.
Capability of researchers (25%): PI’s qualification and previous achievements, quality and efficiency of the proposed implementation.
3.
Applicability potential (25%): The contribution to the development of new applied scientific and technological advancement in the field, potential to strengthen bi-national cooperation
I. Contracts, Payments and Reports

1. Contracts

Upon approval of a project proposal, contracts will be signed in Israel and in Korea between the relevant Ministry and the PI's institutions. 

2. Payments

On the Israeli side, payments will be made by MOST to the PI's institution, in keeping with the provisions of the contracts referred to above. 
On the Korean side, research funds will be managed by NRF to the PI’s institution.
3. Final Reports

Within three months of the conclusion of the project, Israeli PIs must submit a final report in English to MOST at: Reports@most.gov.il (or via the new online submission system of MOST).
These include a final scientific and financial report covering the work and cooperation carried out during the entire two-year project period, in accordance with the contract's requirements.

Korean PIs must submit a final report according to the guidance of the project manager.
J.  Special Provisions Regarding the Israeli Applicant

All procedures and activities under this Call or the projects approved hereunder, including the eligibility of institutions via which applications must be filed, are subject to the standard MOST Regulations and to the MOST Standard Contract for Scientific Projects (both referred to hereinafter as "the standard terms"). 

Applicants are required to familiarize themselves with the standard terms before filing an application under this Call; filing an application constitutes a declaration that the applicant has done so and agrees to be bound by the provisions thereof.

Please refer to MOST Regulations appendix on MOST website.
K. Additional Information in Korea 
Additional administrative information may be obtained from the following:

Mr. Sung Changwon

Deputy Director

Ministry of Science and ICT

bethebe@korea.kr

Mr. Lee Jaewon

Assistant Director

Ministry of Science and ICT

ljobear@korea.kr

Ms. Kang Suhyeon
Researcher
National Research Foundation of Korea

amalkang@nrf.re.kr

L. Additional Information in Israel

For additional scientific information on topics 1 and 2, contact
1. Dr Rami Aharoni
Director Engineering and Advanced Technologies 

at: ramiaha@most.gov.il
For additional scientific information on topic 3, contact

2. Dr. Avi Raveh:

Director of Chemistry, Materials, Nanotechnology and Energy

at avir@most.gov.il
Additional administrative information may be obtained from:

Researchers should contact directly the Research Authority at their Academic Institution. The Academic Institution will contact the Ministry in case of necessity.

Representative of the Division of International Division for this CfP:

Mrs. Yehudith Nathan
Director for Israel-Korea Scientific Relations
Division for International Relations
Ministry of Innovation Science and Technology
Yehudith@most.gov.il 

M.  Application Forms 

This call for proposals and application forms are available at the following Internet addresses:

For the Israeli team: http://www.most.gov.il/
For the Korean team: https://www.nrf.re.kr 
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