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APPLY FOR Funding

Funding MPN Research for a Better Tomorrow

The MPN Research Foundation provides cancer research funding toward advances in treatments

for myeloproliferative neoplasms (MPNs). To date, we have awarded more than $16 million and

funded 80+ research projects, enabling some of the world’s leading MPN researchers and

scientists to make significant strides in understanding MPN mechanisms of action and other

treatment areas.

Sign up to be automatically alerted when the MPN Research Foundation issues new funding

opportunities.

As always, we are grateful to the MPN community and our funders who make these programs

possible to advance the collective pursuit of new therapies and better outcomes for patients. The

generous bequest of Susan Ann Protter has provided an anchor for our research along with the

ongoing contributions of our generous benefactors.2022 THRIVE INITIATIVE
REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS

OPENING JUNE 15, 2022

The MPN Research Foundation (MPNRF) is announcing the 2022 Thrive Initiative, a research

funding program focused on supporting and expanding MPN research that will catalyze

significant discoveries towards a better understanding of and cures for patients challenged with

the myeloproliferative neoplasms (MPNs), myelofibrosis (MF), polycythemia vera (PV) and

essential thrombocythemia (ET).  

This multifaceted funding program is intended to:

 Advance existing MPN research projects the applicant is engaged in currently.
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 Foster the growth and development of early-career MPN researchers.

 Attract established researchers yet new to the MPN field.

 Encourage collaborative translational projects with near-term clinical impact.

MPNRF seeks to address research-funding gaps, some of which are likely due to the impact of

the pandemic on the research community. The overall goal is to continue contributing to the

scientific understanding of MPNs and how it can lead to better outcomes and eventual cures for

MPN patients.

IMPORTANT DATES:

Call for proposals: June 15, 2022.

Proposal submission due date: August 15, 2022.

Scientific Peer Review: October 2022 (estimated) 

Proposals will be peer-reviewed competitively within each category listed below for scientific

merit and clinical relevance. Peer review recommendations will be made to the MPNRF Science

Steering Committee who will make final award recommendations to the Board of Directors.

Notification of Awards: November 2022 (estimated)

Pending the final executed agreement, funding is anticipated to begin in 2023.

This RFA has four funding mechanisms aligned with the vision for this program. A principal

investigator or co-principal investigators may only apply for one funding mechanism for which

they are eligible.

FOLLOW ON SUPPORT AWARD

Term of Award: This award will provide up to $100,000 over a period of one year. Objective:

Preserve and advance existing promising MPN research that would otherwise languish. 

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

Applicants must hold a PhD, MD, MD/PhD, or equivalent.

Open to investigators at all academic levels that include candidates that hold a faculty

appointment as an Assistant Professor, Associate Professor or Professor at the time of

application.

Must have an existing MPN research project supported by any peer-reviewed funding
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source other than the investigator’s institution that has ended or will end between November

1st, 2021, and November 1st, 2022. All applications will be reviewed independently for

scientific merit and clinical relevance and final preference for funding may be given to

previously funded MPNRF projects.

Apply for the 2022 Follow On Support here.

JUNIOR INVESTIGATOR AWARD

Term of Award: This award will provide up to $100,000/year over a period of two years

Objective: Provide an opportunity for junior investigators to compete exclusively with their

peers for an MPNRF grant and enhance their capacity for future funding in the MPN field. 

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

Applicants must hold a PhD, MD, MD/PhD, or equivalent.

Open only to investigators at Instructor, Assistant Professor or equivalent academic levels

as of May 1st, 2022.

Apply for the 2022 Junior Investigator Award here.

NEW INVESTIGATOR WITH NEW IDEAS AWARD

Term of Award: This award will provide up to $100,000/year over a period of two years

Objective: To provide a competitive funding environment for researchers new to the MPN

field bringing novel ideas into MPN research. 

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

Applicants must hold a PhD, MD, MD/PhD, or equivalent.

Open to investigators at all levels of faculty equivalent positions who have not had an

MPN program funded previously as demonstrated in their NIH Biosketch other than through

an institutional award.

Apply for the 2022 New Investigators with New Ideas grant here.

CLINICAL TRANSLATIONAL RESEARCH AWARD

Term of Award: This award will provide $200,000/year over a period of three years.

Objective: To encourage longer-term clinical-translational research projects, incentivizing

planned clinical collaborations to achieve a clear near-term clinical impact objective.   
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ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

Applicants must hold a PhD, MD, MD/PhD, or equivalent.

Open to investigators at all levels of faculty-equivalent positions. Proposals involving

clinical collaborations and multi-institutional sharing of patient materials and/or data are

preferred

Apply for the 2022 Clinical Translational Research Award here.

EVALUATION OF COMPETITIVE APPLICATIONS

MPNRF may require a preliminary evaluation process in which all applications are internally

assessed by expert reviewers for our mission and award mechanism relevance or major flaws

before passing to a larger review committee of researchers with expertise relevant to the

proposals. Our review panel changes from year to year, and we abide by best practices with

regard to mitigating conflicts of interest and protecting proprietary information. The review panel

scores the grants based on an NIH style scoresheet and final rankings are provided to the

MPNRF Science Steering Committee for recommendation to the Board of Directors for final

funding decisions at the discretion of the Board.

All MPNRF awardees are expected to attend our annual MPN Roundtable at which they will meet

other research experts from both academia and industry and patient/patient advocates. At the

MPN Roundtable awardees give a short presentation on their projects, hear feedback, and are

invited to participate in a wider discussion focused on patient and research unmet needs in

MPNs.  

The Peer Review Committee will consider the following general criteria when reviewing the full

applications:

Relevance to the MPNRF mission (to stimulate innovative and clinically relevant research

with potential for patient impact. To expand upon the current understanding of the basic

biology of the MPNs, develop a deeper understanding of what is driving the development

and progression of disease and address critical gaps slowing the development of new

therapeutic approaches) and relevance to the specific objective of the award mechanism.

Innovation (initial exploration of new ideas with potential to open new avenues of

investigation).

Feasibility of project (reasonable expectation that project will yield results in specific

timeframe for the award).

Future clinical translation: The possibility/likelihood of translating the research into clinical
  

https://www.facebook.com/MPNResearch/
https://twitter.com/#!/MPN_RF
https://instagram.com/mpnresearchfoundation


6/12/22, 2:24 PM APPLY FOR FUNDING – MPN Research Foundation

https://www.mpnresearchfoundation.org/apply-for-funding/ 5/7

Future clinical translation: The possibility/likelihood of translating the research into clinical

interventions.

Application review criteria specific to each mechanism will be described in the online application.

PROVISIONS RELATED TO INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY  

The MPN Research Foundation is committed to translating the results of basic and translational

research to MPN patients. To that end, we include in our contracts with the institutions of our

awardees Intellectual Property language meant to ensure that no critical results are left without

productive follow-up. Should your proposal be selected for an award, we will provide you with

this language and ask you to work with your grant office to achieve a timely agreement on these

provisions.  

LIMITATION ON CONTRACT NEGOTIATION PERIOD  

Following award notification, the MPN Research Foundation will interact with each awardee’s

respective institutional grant office to establish a contract for each award. It is our experience

that this process can be completed in a 3-month period, especially if the terms of the grant

(including Intellectual Property as described above) are reviewed by the grant office prior to

submission of the grant proposal. MPN Research Foundation reserves the right to cancel a grant

if it is not possible to complete contract negotiations by February 28th 2023

QUESTIONS?

Please email any questions to grants@mpnrf.org

PAST MPN RESEARCH GRANTS

Explore our past grants for MPN research for more information about the grant application

process and to learn how the MPN Research Foundation partners with researchers and scientists

to help change the prognosis for MPN patients and their families.

2019 MPN Challenge

2017 MPN Challenge

2015 MPN Challenge 

2014 MPN Challenge 

2012-13 MF Challenge 

Research Funded (Cumulative List)
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Research Funded (Cumulative List) 

Take the steps you need to help change your prognosis.

START HERE

Site Map

Understanding MPNs

Living with…

MPN Research

Our Impact

Donate

Blog

Privacy Policy

Terms & Conditions

Contact Us

MPN Research Foundation 

180 N Michigan Avenue 

Suite 1870 

Chicago, IL 60601

773-977-7216

communications@mpnrf.org

Our Mission

The MPN Research Foundation has a single goal: to stimulate original research in pursuit of new

treatments — and eventually a cure — for polycythemia vera,essential thrombocythemia and

myelofibrosis, known collectively as myeloproliferative neoplasms (MPNs).

MPN Research Foundation is a 501(c)3 Nonprofit with tax ID number 36-4330967.
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