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2 0 2 3  G l o b a l  S e e d  I n v e s t i g a t o r  G r a n t s

The Multiple System Atrophy Coalition requests pre-proposal grant

applications for research relevant to the improved treatment of Multiple

System Atrophy patients.

Applications are accepted from anywhere in the world. Maximum seed

grant amount is $50,000 for a one-year grant with the option to renew
upon satisfactory review and submission of a year 2 research plan.

CALL TOPIC: The Multiple System Atrophy Coalition seeks novel ideas to

answer one of two questions:

“ H o w  d o  w e  t r e a t  M u l t i p l e  S y s t e m
A t r o p h y ? ”

“ H o w  c a n  w e  e v a l u a t e  a n d  i m p r o v e
q u a l i t y  o f  c a r e  f o r  m u l t i p l e  s y s t e m

a t r o p h y  p a t i e n t s ?
Specifically:

1. Can we develop better symptomatic therapies to improve the
quality of life of MSA patients?

There is an unmet need to explore therapies that may improve the

quality of daily life of MSA patients. Therefore, the MSA Coalition seeks

pre-proposal grant applications for research aimed at identifying and

testing potential therapies with the goal of relieving symptoms and

improving quality of life for MSA patients.

2. Can we evaluate and improve methodologies to provide care for

MSA patients at various points in time during the MSA journey?



There is an unmet need to evaluate and improve the care MSA patients

need and currently receive, and determine the best approaches to

providing such care. Therefore, the MSA Coalition seeks pre-proposal

grant applications for research aimed at identifying and testing potential

care resources or systems with the goal of providing the MSA patient
with the best quality of life (QoL) possible.

OR

3. Can we help develop novel biomarkers or discover disease

mechanisms or advance potential MSA disease-modifying therapies

more rapidly through the drug development process?

There continues to be an urgent need to develop accurate diagnostic

tests, discover the underlying cause and advance disease-modifying

therapies to slow, stop or reverse the progression of MSA. Novel

undeveloped therapies as well as existing interventions approved or in
progress for other diseases may be effective against multiple system

atrophy. All potential therapies must first be identified and tested in

appropriate preclinical models of MSA before advancing to patient trials.

Therefore, the MSA Coalition seeks pre-proposal grant applications for

research aimed at developing MSA biomarkers or uncovering MSA

pathogenesis or screening and developing potential MSA therapies with

the ultimate goal of enabling Phase 2 and Phase 3 trials to reach

patients more rapidly.

All applications must be submitted to The MSA Coalition by April
30, 2023 – 11:59pm US Eastern.

Through this initiative, the Multiple System Atrophy Coalition invites pre-

proposal grant applications from professionals committed to conducting

novel, emerging, or innovative research that could lead to improved

treatment of Multiple System Atrophy.

D E A D L I N E S :
Pre-Proposals Due: April 30, 2023 by 11:59pm US ET
Invitations for Full Proposals will go out by June 14, 2023



Full Proposals Due: July 18, 2023 @5pm US Eastern Time
(by invitation only)
Anticipated Award Announcement: November 2023
Anticipated Funding: December 2023

F I N A N C I A L  A W A R D S :
The MSA Coalition Seed Grant Research Program will award amounts up

to $50,000 to the top ranking research proposals for a ONE YEAR TERM

(WITH OPTION TO RENEW).

A six month progress report must be submitted and reviewed.
A final report will be required at the end of year one. Optional funding
renewal for year two may be requested clearly showing updated goals
and timelines. Year 2 funding will be considered if all reports are up to
date.

Please note: Overhead or indirect costs will NOT be considered as part

of this award. Budget must include direct costs only.

S U B M I S S I O N  I N S T R U C T I O N S :
Click here to start the submission process. This form will be available on

Friday, March 31st at 6:00am ET.

Q U E S T I O N S ?  P l e a s e  d i r e c t  t o :
Joe Lindahl, Executive Director

Nicki Mehall, MSA Coalition Senior Manager

IMPORTANT LINKS:

View funded MSA Coalition research projects
Meet the MSA Coalition Scientific Advisory Board

Past press releases:

The Multiple System Atrophy Coalition Awards Five New Research
Grants and Surpasses $2 Million in Total MSA Research Funding
The Multiple System Atrophy Coalition Surpasses $1 Million Milestone
in Research Funding
The Multiple System Atrophy Coalition® Awards $219,000 to Fund
Five Promising MSA Research Projects

https://msacoalition.submittable.com/submit/c8961706-ac2f-4f85-bcc8-9a7ae97b9ae5/2023-global-seed-investigator-grant
mailto:joe.lindahl@staff.msacoalition.org
mailto:nicki.mehall@staff.msacoalition.org
https://www.multiplesystematrophy.org/msa-research/projects-funded/
https://www.multiplesystematrophy.org/charity/scientific-advisory-board/
https://www.multiplesystematrophy.org/press-releases/the-multiple-system-atrophy-coalition-awards-five-new-research-grants-and-surpasses-2-million-in-total-msa-research-funding/
https://www.multiplesystematrophy.org/press/multiple-system-atrophy-coalition-surpasses-1-million-milestone-research-funding
https://www.prweb.com/releases/2014/02/prweb11544598.htm


To ensure you are informed of the next request for applications,

please subscribe to our Researcher Mailing List

A b o u t  t h e  M S A  R e s e a r c h
G r a n t  P r o g r a m

Launched in April of 2013, the MSA Coalition® Research Grant Program

supports the advancement of our mission by:

Funding patient-centric collaborative research aimed at alleviating
symptoms, slowing disease progression and discovering a cure.

Recognizing the needs of the MSA patient, care partner and research

communities, the MSA Coalition has identified four fundamental

unanswered questions that constitute major unmet research needs:

1. What causes MSA? Presumed to be a complex disease with genetic

and environmental drivers, these factors have been mostly elusive to

date. Without this knowledge, strategies for developing laboratory

models and treating the disease are sorely limited.

2. Where does MSA start? In which cell type is MSA initiated? Can we
establish models to capture glioneuronal and neuroimmune

interactions in this disease?

3. How does MSA progress and can we measure it? The lack of

biomarkers impairs early diagnosis and inhibits the ability to follow

progression.

4. How do we treat MSA? Can we develop better symptomatic

therapies to improve patients’ quality of life (for example, treating

disorders of mood, autonomic dysfunction and pain?) and better

disease-modifying therapies that slow down motor and nonmotor
progression in the disease?

http://eepurl.com/dAJekr


Grants offered by the MSA Coalition are designed to kickstart

promising research and allow for preliminary data to be generated

with the hope that projects can seek and can obtain more funding

from larger research granting bodies such as NIH and European

Union. The MSA Coalition is pleased to provide letters of support upon
request.

Under the guidance of their Scientific Advisory Board, the MSA

Coalition have reviewed over 150 research grant proposals and

awarded funding to 42 research projects at 30 institutions in 10

countries around the world for a total of $2 million in funding.

A t t e n t i o n  S c i e n t i s t s
The MSA Coalition will periodically solicit Requests for

Applications or Letters of Intent as directed by the board.

To ensure you are informed of the next RFA, please

subscribe to our Researcher Mailing List or email Nicki
Mehall.

A b o u t  O u r  S c i e n t i f i c
A d v i s o r s

http://eepurl.com/dAJekr
mailto:nmehall@staff.msacoalition.org
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Chairman
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To assist in carrying out our research mission, the MSA Coalition relies

on the expertise of a world-class Scientific Advisory Board (SAB)

comprised of renowned globally-diverse researchers, scientists and

physicians who are considered thought-leaders in the field of

multiple system atrophy research. The SAB’s mandate is to ensure
independent and objective review of each research proposal application

submitted to the MSA Coalition’s Research Grant Program, to rank them

by scientific merit and subsequently advise the Board of Directors about

the top-ranked projects.

https://www.multiplesystematrophy.org/charity/scientific-advisory-board/
https://www.multiplesystematrophy.org/charity/board-of-directors/


G r a n t  R e v i e w  P r o c e s s
The MSA Coalition Scientific Advisory Board, assisted by the Adhoc Peer
Review Committee, will consider each proposal received and provide

objective ratings. No advisory board member or peer reviewer is

permitted to rate a proposal where a conflict of interest exists. Higher

ranking will be given to projects that display a high degree of

collaboration among two or more separate research institutions.

Proposals will be judged and ranked on the following scientific

merit:

Importance of the proposed research and its relevance toward
meeting the stated MSA research goals of the MSA Coalition
Adequacy of prior research and theory in providing a basis for the
proposed work
Adequacy of methods
Adequacy of environment: facilities/equipment, available expertise (in-
house and through consultants), research “atmosphere”
Qualifications and productivity of the PI and key staff
Time commitments of the PI and key staff
Availability of subjects/patients (if human model is used)
Adequacy of procedures for assessing the effect of interventions on
outcomes
Any other factors that affect the applicant successfully addressing the
research aims

G r a n t  A w a r d s  P r o c e d u r e
The MSA Coalition will host a Grant Review Workshop comprised of its

Scientific Advisory Board and Adhoc Peer Review Committee with the

purpose of reviewing research grants and preparing a list of funding

recommendations for the Board of Directors.

Awards will be granted based on:

The relative ranking score of each proposal in comparison to other
research grant proposals being reviewed
Their overall merit in advancing the goals of the MSA Coalition
Research Grant program



The total amount of research funds available

The MSA Coalition Board of Directors will make the final decision on

which grants to fund.

Research Grant Awards will be announced via press release.

Please contact Nicki Mehall at nmehall@staff.msacoalition.org if you

have any questions about the MSA Research Grant Program.

S u p p o r t i n g  E a r l y  C a r e e r  M S A
R e s e a r c h e r s

The MSA Coalition provides travel awards to defray costs of attending

medical and scientific congresses in order to help attract talented early

career investigators to the field of multiple system atrophy research.

Many of the early career investigators who have received MSA Coalition

Travel Awards are continuing to contribute important findings to the

overall knowledge of MSA.

 

Applications are now being accepted. Click the photos below to

learn more.

mailto:nmehall@staff.msacoalition.org


https://www.multiplesystematrophy.org/msa-research/don-summers-memorial-travel-awards/
https://www.multiplesystematrophy.org/msa-research/early-investigator-travel-awards


C o n t a c t  U s
Support Hotline:

866-737-5999

Business Line:

866-737-4999

E-mail Us

Download & Mail our
Donation Form

MSA Coalition Privacy Policy

Mailing Address:

MSA Coalition

1660 International Drive

Suite 600

McLean, VA USA 22102

M S A  R e s o u r c e s
*NEW* MSA Treatment Pipeline

Download our MSA Guide

Download MSA Top 10 List

What is Hospice?

Find a Specialist Neurologist

Order MSA Educational Material

Brain Donation Information

Find More MSA Resources

G e t  C o n n e c t e d
Subscribe to our eNewsletter

eNewsletter Archives

Follow us on Facebook

Join our MSA Discussion Group

Join our Research News Group

Join the Global MSA Registry

tel:866-737-5999
tel:866-737-4999
mailto:Info@multiplesystematrophy.org
https://www.multiplesystematrophy.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Mail-In-Donation-Form-Updated-2020-07-20.pdf
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https://www.multiplesystematrophy.org/msa-research/msa-treatment-pipeline/
https://www.multiplesystematrophy.org/msa-data-bank
https://www.multiplesystematrophy.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/TOP-TEN-THINGS-YOU-NEED-TO-KNOW-ABOUT-MULTIPLE-SYSTEM-ATROPHY_v1.0.pdf
https://www.multiplesystematrophy.org/hospice/
https://mds.movementdisorders.org/directory/?_ga=2.124232525.672678224.1561517726-351892355.1473470744&fbclid=IwAR3rWPOl-rQFZQuZ76Zvseic_WWPB02tzNkFQQRX1BKVaxeWz5p0gsX-r2I
https://msa.authenticmerch.com/product-category/education/
https://www.multiplesystematrophy.org/msa-resources/brain-donation-information-for-msa-patients/
https://www.multiplesystematrophy.org/msa-resources/
http://eepurl.com/cq4Vur
https://us14.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=2b3cd8b3502e1cee6272918c5&id=09746f6fde
https://www.facebook.com/MultipleSystemAtrophyCoalition/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MSACoalitionPublicGroup
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MSANewsGroup//
https://openredcap.nyumc.org/apps/redcap/surveys/?s=7JF9NTPXKM


Find MSA Support Groups

Read and Contribute to our Blog

W a y s  t o  H e l p
Leave a Legacy

Become a Monthly Supporter

Shop for MSA Awareness Gear

Request an MSA Awareness Month Proclamation

Donate in Tribute

Create an Online Fundraiser

Host a Live Event

Designate Memorial Donations

Federal Employees give via Combined Federal Campaign

Resources  About MSA  Testimonials
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